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weather on the passage,, that she could not touch
at Masulipatam, and she arrived here without
Major Beatson, and so much disabled,, that she
will require a repair at Diamond Harbour before
she can return to sea.

" The information with which you have fur-
nished me is sufficient for my present purpose,
and I cannot express in terms equal to my real
sentiments., my cordial approbation of the zeal
with which you have entered into all my views
for the public service, and of the alacrity., dili-
gence, and correctness,, with which you have exe-
cuted the commission which I entrusted to your
charge, I perceive, however, that the object and
principle of ray late directions to your Presidency
are not thoroughly understood; for your satisfac-
tion, therefore, I will state very shortly a summary
view of both.

"I have obtained the fullest evidence of the
natui*e of Tippoo's designs against the British
power in India, and I have been apprized that, in
conformity to the public declarations of his am-
bassadors, he has actually made preparations for
carrying that design into effect. At what moment
he may think fit to strike the blow, which he has
openly menaced, must always be a matter of mere
conjecture; the interests and wishes of France
are decidedly in his favour; the precise period of
time when she may be able to afford him assistance,
must be uncertain; it is equally uncertain, whe-